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| Sacramentorum Encomitim + * 
OR THE 


"| PRAISE 


| OF THE Q 
SACR AMENTS: 

| IN A es 

| LETTER written inthe Year 
1654 to the Preacher then at Barham 

in the County of Kent, with-holding the 

Holy SACRAMENTS from a great 
nutnber of godly ſouls, unleſs they would 
ſubje&t themſelves againſt Lans and good 


Conſcience to a Rigid. PRESBYT E- 
KIAN GOVERNMENT, 


Wherein the ſaid Government is 
plainly and undeniably proved to be (of 
all other) the moſt Injurious to the Ma- 
oiftrate, moſt oppretſive to the Sub- 
ject,oc. 


; Publiſhed by a Memb:r of the- Pariſh of 
' Barham, for the (atisfaQtion of all Welt- 
affected SabjeRs,and 2ood C hriftians, 


The Proph:t is the ſnave of a Fowler in all bis Ways 
Hoſea g. $. 


L ondon, Pr inted Th the Year, 1166 "kf 
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He eye of the world hath now 
tivice made his progreſs 
> through all his 365 degrees, 
and you having received of 
the Pariſhioners of Barham, 
ſince you came hither, wellnigh ſo ma- 
ny pounds as there are degrees for his 
orb to move in , Curin? all which we 
a conliderable number of the ſame Parith, 
having With no ordinary pat ence, as \ve 
( and others too ) conceive, expected that 
you ſhould adminiſter the holy and ſaviny 
Ocdinances of our muſt blefſzd Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt amongſt us ; but to 
our Wonderment, and oreif,, finding ſo 
great ( We \vill not yet ſay wilful ) neole<tj 
In you therein, do now, ( not out of any 
humour ob oppoſition, or cavelling wit 

you, qualites which become not tne ſer- 
vanits of our Lord and Maſter, whois the 
B _- ._ |  Pemes 
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Prince of peace ) but out of a ſincere and 
hearty affeQion to the glory of Almighty 
God, and the welfare of our ſouls, in all 
hum lity and meekneſs of Spirit, earneſtly 
defire,& 1mplore you, from the very bottom 
of our hearts, as you are a Miniſter of 7e- 
ſus C briſt, & it as truly ſent amongſt us, as 
never chuſen by us or lik2d of us,that you 
will not defraud us of that which we con- 
ceive belongs to us & our Children,& is no 
leſs then te holy Sacraments ordained by 
the Lord Jeſus himſelf till the time of his 
ſecond c ung. 
In thi manifeſtation of our thoughts and 
deſires, you cannot expect from us plain 
Countrey-men, any Rhetorical floriſhes, 
any depth of humane learning, any wiſ- 
dome,ſuch as is that of the world;theſe fa- 
culties,as they are above the ſphzre of our 
capacities, ſoare they far beneath the le- 
vel of our defires ; for we ſeriouſly con- 
feſs we covet not the excellency of enticing 
words, or of the wiſdome of the men, or 
Princes of the world, bur that which we 
d1ly and hourly beg for, 15, that we may 
receive the Spirit of God, thereby to know 
Chriſt crucified and ſerſonably to apply 
his merits to our ſouls, by participation of 
him 
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him in his holy Sacraments. 

We knov that the world kneiy not God, 
in tie wiſdeme of God, & thatnatural man 
perceiveth not, nor indeed can he perceive 
the things of the Spirit of God. 

We alſo kno ' that not many wiſe men, 
not many mighty, n many noble, no not 
many Princes of th: world hath God cho- 
ſen to be his favourites, but that he hath 
made choiſe of the fooliſh things of the 
world to confound th: wiſe, and the 
weak things of the world to confound the 

aty, and the vile things of the World, 
I things which are deſpiſed, and things 

which are not, to bring to nought things 
that are : amongſt which fooliſh and weak 
things,ve ranck our ſelves, neither having 
attained to, nor indeed much affected the 
wiſdome of the world, or excellency of 
words. 

Ged he knows, our meaning 1s honeſt, 
and very plain, and we ſhall ſincerely pro- 
poſe our very hearts and thouyhts to you. 

We truly confeſs, w- (perk | 1 to your 
honor, we have not obſerved 1ny of thoſe 
vices of drunkennels or prodigllity in you, 
which too too much abound in ſome men, & 
v2do as cordially wiſh, that ſpirit 
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ptide, ſecret malice, and i1mmoderate , 
covetouſneſs, ( aftedtions which many | 
tmes are too too predcminant in the Saints 
themſelves ) may not takeup any lodging 
mn the chambers of your ( as-we hope ) 
ſanified heart : yet we mult really tell 
.you, we cannot but wounder with what 
face, with what reaſon, with what con- 
ſcience you could impoſe, or ſuffer ycur 
ſelf to be impoſed upon a people, waich 
it ſhculd ſecm ycu cftecm to be ro better 
then Inbdels, or degs ; for ug on what 6- 
ther ground , We are to ſeck, why you 
ſhould refuſe to give that Which 1s holy un- 
to us ? we have rot as yet denyed to give 
you temr oral things, the fruits cft} e la- 
bour of cu hancs, the ſweat of cur browes, 
the iflue cf cur brains; why ſhould you 
withold from us thoſe which are ſpiritual, 
why ſhould you keep back frem vs thoſe 
tokens which cur Lord and Maſter hath 
left for us ? we beſeech you tell us, do you 
thirk 1t your whole duty to cet up intothe 
Pulpit, and there only prezch unto us, and 
by vertue thereof to extort tythes from us ? 
in ſcber ſ2dneſs, 1s there nothing elſe in 
your opin'!0n required of a Miniſter of Je- 
[us Chrif? ? arethere no ers ard ſeals of 
the 


(5) 
the Covenant of grace to b2: delivered by 
you tous? 1S1t therefore you refuſe to do 
it, becauſe you may think there be ſome 
amon2lt us, that have been railors, drun- 
kards, \vantons, tornicators, adulterers or 
covetous perions? Why? though not 
euilty, we can ſay, (it is to be feared ) 
ſuch ere ſom? of you! and if you be now 
waſhed, ſanctined, and juſtitied in the 
name of the Lord Jeſs, and by the Spirit 
«of God, Who kno,veth, but by the fame 
ſpirit, w2 may b2 in the like miner, 
waſhed, ſanctified and juſtified, and if ſo, 
or defare to be ſo, pardon us, 1f w2 impor- 
tune the ſeals of Grace, which may con- 
duce to our future glory, 

But 1f you think us, like Turks, Tews 
and Heathen urvvorthy of them, tel us ſo: 
if not, way have you witheld them from 
us all chis while ? 1f yon will not give th2m 
us, but neceſſitate us to ſeek for them elſe+ 
where, We thn deſwe you to ſet down 
your reaſons under your hand: im tn? 
mean \vhile we demand of you, with what 
conſcience or honor you can refuſe to 7c- 
{tore back to the poorer ſort amonglt us,out 
of that gr2ut incom2 you receive, thoſe 
maneyes th2y nwe bzen forc24 to expend 
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upon other Miniſters, for doing that which 
we conceivegof right belonged .o you to doz 
we ſay great incame,becaule tt 1s greatin it 
ſelf, greater in reipect of the very little 
content you give us : for when we ſtedfaſt- 
ly look upon you, and behold you [ke Ja- 
#15 tO have two taces,ith the one looking 
earneſtly toward our Titnes wichout any 
regard to the Sacraments, with the other 
toward Womens weuld, we cannot appre- 
hend youto be other then ſome frange 
Miniſter, ( we will not tay Monſter) ru- 
ſhed in amongſt us, and indeed ſuch an 
one, as neither we, nor our Fore-fathers 
ever ſav in Barham before. 

None of your Predecefſors, ſome of 
whom, Withour all peradyenture were pi- 
ous and learned m2n, ever, like unto your 
ſelf, denyed the Sacraments unto us : the 
kney them to ſerve as bonds of obedience 
to God, 1iri&t obligations to_the mntual 
exerciſe of C hriftian Charity, provoca- 
tio"s tO godlineſs, preſervations from fin, | 
m<-morials of the principal benefits of | 
Chriſt, annexed for ever unta the new 
Teſtament, as other Rites were before 
with the Old ; they kneiv them to be war- 
' rants for the more ſecurity of our belief, 

| E T: marks 
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marks of diſtinction to ſeperate Gods 
own from {trangers : heayenl 
remonies ſan:tthed by God himſelf, 


Ce- 


and ordained to be adminiftred in his 
Church as fizns to know whereby God 


doth impart the vital or ſaving grace 


of Chriſt unto all that are capable there- 
of, and as means Which God requt- 


reth in them unto whom he 1 


— — ——— — 


— 


mpatrteth 


Grace; For ſfith Ged in himſelf is in- 
viſible , and cannot by us be diſc rned 
working, therefore when 1t ſeemeth good 
in the eyes of his heavenly wiſdcme , 
that men for ſome ſpecial intent and 
purpoſe fhould take notice of his glori- 
ous preſence, he giveta them ſome plain, 
and ſenſible token, whereby ts know 
what they cannot ſee. For Moſes to 


ſee God was impoſible ; yet * Moſes by * Exod. 2, 


fire knew where the glory of God extraor- 3: 


dinarily was preſent, The > Angel by * Jah.s 4. 


whom God endued the waters of the Pool 
called Betheſda with ſupernatural vertue to 
heal, was not ſeen of any, yet the time of 
the Angels preſence known by the troubled 
motions of the waters themſelves, 


Apoſtles © by fiery tolSues, which they © A&.z. 3, 


The 


ſay, were admoniſhed iyhen tie Spirit 
which 
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which they could not behold was upon 
them. In like manner 1t 15 with us; Chriſt, 
and his holy Spiric, with all the bleſſed of . 
fects, though entring into he ſoul of man, 
we are n-table to apprehend, or expreſs 
how, do notwithſtanding give notice of 
the times when they uſe to make their ac- 
ceſs, bzcauſe it pleaſeth Almighty God to 
communicate by ſenſible means thoſe bleſ- 
ſfin2s which are incompreher 'Able.Our Pre- 
decellor knew the neceſlity of receiving 
the Sacraneats, that grace 15 a Conſec uznt 
Of them, a hing which accompanieth 
them as their end, that 1tis not Gods or- 
nary will to by ſhow the grace of the $a- 
craments on any, but by. the Sacraments, 
Which grace alſo the 2y that receive by Sa- 
eraments or with Sacraments, r2Ccave 1t 
from him, and not from them ; they 
know that ſaving grace Which Chriſt ori- 
nally 1s, or hath for the general good of 
tne whole Ch«rch, he ſeverally der riveth 
1:0every member threof by Sacraments, 
and tha a ſerve as the Inſtruments of 
God to that end and purpoſe, moral inſtru- 
mente, the uſe whereof is in our hands, the 
eff in his ; they knew that for the uſe of 
them we have his expreſs commandment 

for 
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for the effect, his promiſe ; ſo that without 
our obedience to the one, there is of the 
other no apparant aſſurance, and we are 
not to doubt but that they really give what 
they promiſe, and are what they fr onifie ; 
they kneiv that the Sacraments are not 
bare reſemblances, or memorials of things 
abſent,or naked ſigns and Teſtimonies, aſ- 
ſuring us of grace received bef re, but 
( as they arz indeed and in verity ) means 
effeRual, whereby God when we take the 
Sacraments delivereth into our hands thar 
grace available unto eternal life, which 
orace, the Sacraments lignihie or repreſent: 
and are they ſuch effectual means ? are 
they neceſſary to ſalvation? are they by 
God himſelf for ever annexed unto the new 
Teltament? hoy great then is the negle?2 
how great the Offence? how deteſtable the 
wilſulneſs of thoſe men, who though im- 
pcyyred, ſet apart 1n a great meaſure for 
that purpoſe, and required by God himſelf 
to ccmmunicate them, 1n order to the ſal- 
vation of his people, ſhall notwithſtanding 
be careleſs in performance of his will, yea 
peremptorily ceny to put his moſt ſacred 

and ſaving Orcinances in execution? 
Hath the great 7nd of all the world ſaid, 
that 


(10) 


aJoh.3.33- that * unleſs a man be born of water 8& the 
> Joh. © $;jr1:,he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 


heaven,& except you eat of the” fl:ih of the 
Son of Man, and drink his blood ye have no 
lifein you ; and hath the mirror of piety, | 
and Learning affirmed, that we may with 
conſent of the whole - hriftian world, con- 
clude the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and che 
Supper of the Lord to be neceſlary, the 
one to initiate, or begin, the other to 
conſummate, and make perfect our life in 
Chriſt ; who then can 1magine otherwiſe? 
but great muſt be the ignorance or obſti- 
nacy of thoſe kind of men, who deny the 
admin'{tration of thoſe heavenly 47 yſteries 
which are ſo neceflary to eternal life, 

For as concerning the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm, in the firſt place , we believe as 
we arenot naturally men without birth, ſo 
. neither are we Chriſtian men in the eye of 
the C bharch of Gd, but by new birth, nor 
according to the maniſeft ordinary c: urſe of 
divine diſpenſation new born, but hy that 
Baptiſm which both declareth and maketh 
us Chriſtians ; In which reſpe& we juſtly 
hc1d it to be the door cf our aQtual entrance 
into Gods houſe, the firſt apparang begin- 
inglife, aſcal perhaps to the grace of e- 
le:tion 
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leKion befote received, bt to our ſanQti- 
fication here, a ſtzp Which hath not any be- 
fore 1t, 

The Lav of Chri#+ tyeth all m:n to re- 
ceive this baptiſm, expreſly ſpecified by 
water and the Spirit; Water, as duty re- 
quired on our parts; the Spirit as a gift 
. God beſ(toweth ; for unleſs as the Spirit is a 
- neceſſary inward cauſe, ſo water were a 
) neceſſary outward means to our regenera- 
) tion; what cenftrution ſhould we give 
? unto thoſe words to be new born, and that 

YZ vler@ even of water ? why are we 
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- taught * that with water God doth purifie 
s and cleanſe his C hurch ? wherefore do the * Epb. g. 
| Apoſtles of Chriſt term baptiſm ® a bath of » 
f Regeneration ? what purpoſe had they in, og 
$ giving men advice to © receive outward bap- ,g * = 
0 tiſm, and in perſivading them it did avail 
f to remitſion of fins? If then Chr:/# himſelf 
r who giveth ſalvation, do require baptiſm, 
f It 15 our duty who look for ſalvation, ſeri- 
t ouſly to do that which is required, and 
h religiouſly rofeare the danger which may 
y grow by the want thereof, and it behoov- 
e eth all Miniſters of the Goſpel of Jeſus 


- Chriſt, who have any fear of God in their 
- hearts, and care of delivering mens ſouls 
from 
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from ſin, to teach men the neceſſity there- 
of, & not omit ( when ocaſion 1s offered ) 
this their neceſſary duty in their own per- 
ſons. For though we grant that thoſe 
ſentences w..ich make Sacraments moſt ne- 
ceſlary toeternai life, are no prejudice to 
their { lvation that want them by fome in- 
evitable neceſſity, and without any fault 
of their own, yet w2 ſay 1t ougat in re»{on 
to bz acknowledged likewiſe, that for as 
much as the Lord himſelf miketh Bap- 
tiſm neceſſary; neceſſary, whether we re- 
ſpe& the good received by it , or the Te- 
ſtimony yeilded unto God of that humility 
and meek obedience, which repoſing who- 
ly itſelf on the abſolute authority of his 
commandment, and on the truth of his hea- 
venly promiſe, doubteth not but from 
creatures deſpicable in their oivn condition 
and ſubſtance, to obtain grace of ineſtima- 
ble vale, or ratner not from them, but 
from him, yet by them, as by his appoin- 
ted mans : and howſozver he, by the ſe- 
cret wayes of his own incomprehenſible 
mercy, may b2 thought to ſave without 
Bavotiſm, this cleaxreth not the Church from 
euiltineſs of blood, if tnrough her ſuper- 
41023 ſcrrmulotie , lets, and impedi- 

m2nts 
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ments of leſs regard, ſhould cauſe a grace 
of ſo grea: mecment to be witheld, where= 
in cur mcrcilcis {trictnels may be cur own 
harm, althcugh not theirs towards whom 
we ſhewit; and we for ihe hardneſs of our 
hearts may periſh , albeit they through 
Gods urſferkable mercy may live, 

God which did not affii& that innocent, 
whoſe circumcifion Moſes had overlong 
deferred, was about to have killed * Moſes ,puu a; 
himſelf for the injury, which was done, a4, 
through ſo great neglect, givirg us thereby 
to underſtand, that they Whem Gods own 
mercy ſaveth without us, are on o: r patts 

ro!W1'ttarcire, rd as Tuch as in us ly- 

eth, even deſtroyed, when under unſuffi- 
cient pretences, we defraud them cf ſuch 
ordinary outward helps as we ſhould ex- 
hibit. Not that we bends make Baptiſm 
a Cauſe of erzce, but ſay that the grace 
wh 1s given with baptiſm,doth ſo far forth 
depend on the outward Sacrament, that 
Ged will have 1t enibroced not only as a fign 
or token what we receive, but alſo as an 
inftrument or mean whereby we receive 
Grace. 

And as corcernire the Sacrament of 
the Lords Super, we ſay, that he which 

hath 
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hath ſaid of the one Sacrament, waſh aud 
be clean ; hath ſaid concerning the other, 
ate and live. Life being therefore pro- 
ed unto all men as their end,they which 

y Baptiſm have laid their foundation, and 
attained the firſt beginning of a new life, 
have here their nouriſhment and food, pre- 
ſcribed for the continuance of life in them, 
Such as will live the life of God, muſt 
eat the fl:ſh, and drink the blood of the 
Son of man ; becauſe this is a part of that 
diet, which if we want, we cannot live 1 
whereas therefore in our infancy We are 
incorporated inv»o Chriſt, and by Baptiſme 
recerve the grace of his Spirit, without 
any ſence or feeling of the gift which God 
beſtoweth, in the Exchari# we ſoreceive 
the gift of God, that we know by grace, 
what the grace is which God giveth us, the 
decrees of our increaſe in holineſs and 
yertue , We ſee and can judge of them, 
we underſtand that the ftren>th of our bfe, 
bezan in Chri/f, is Chriſt, that his fleſh 
is meat, and his blood is drink; not 
by ſurmized imagination , but truly, even 
ſo- truly, that through Faith we perceive 
in the ſigns of the Body and Blood Sacra- 
mentally preſented, the very taſte of E- 
ternal 
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ternal Life : The grace of the Sacrament 
| is here as the food which we eat and drink, 
The Sacrament 1s a true and real partici- 
pation of Chr:/?, who thereby imparteth 
himſelf, even his whole intire perſon as a 
myRcal head,into every ſoul that receiveth 
him ; andevery ſuch receiver doth thereb 

incorporate or unite himſelf unto Chr: 
as a Myſtical member of tim, yea, of 
them alſo whom he acknowledgeth to be 
his own, And to Whom the perſon of 
Chriſt is thus communicated, to them he 
giveth by the ſame Sacrament his Hol 

Spirit to ſancti.ie them, as 1t cnQifierh 
him which 1s their head ; and what merit, 
force, or vertue ſoever there is in his (a- 
crificed body and bloud, we frezly, fully 
and wholy have it by this Sacrament ; the 
effect whereof in us 1s a real tranſmutation 
of our Souls and Bodies from (in to righte- 
ouſneſs, from death and Corruption, to 
immortality and life ; and though the 
Sacrament it ſelf be but a corruptible and 
earthly creature, yet he by the frength 


of his glorious power, will bring to paſs 


that the Bread and Cup which he giveth 
of ſhall be truly the thing he promi- 
(etl, 


This 
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This Sacrament keepeth Chriſtians, in 4 
continual remembrance of that propitia- 
tory ſacrifice, which Chriſt once for all 
offered by his death upon the Croſs, to 
reconcile us to God : He was himſelf 
once really offered, and as oft as this S4- 
crament 1s celebrated, ſo oft 1s he ſpiritu- 
ally offered by the faithfull, This S4- 
crament confirmeth our Faith ; for God by 
1t doth ſignif and ſeal unto us from Hea- 
ven, that according to the promiſe and 
new Covenant which he hath made in 
Chriſt, he will truly receive into his grace 
and mercy all penitent believers who duly 
receive this holy Sacrament, and that for 
the merit of the death and pafſion of 
Chriſt, hz will as verily forgive them all 
their fins, as they are made partakers of 
this Sacramezt. It is alſo a pleds, and 
Symbole of the moſt neer and effectual 
communion which Chriſtians have with 
their Head, from which communion there 
followeth to the faithfull , many in&e- 
{timable benefits, as his taking by impu- 
tation all their ſins and guiltineſs upon kim, 
to ſatishe Gols juſtice ſor them ; and he 
freely vives by 1mputation unto us all his 
r!ghteouſneſs in tits life, and all his right 
4 Unto 
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| Untoeternal life, when this is ended ; and 
| counteth all the good, or ill that is done 


unto is, as done to his own perſon : there 
likewiſe floweth from Chr:/t nature into our + 
nature united unto him, the lively ſpirit, 
and breath of Grace, which reneweth us 
unto a ſpiritual lite, and ſo ſanctiheth our 
minds, wills, and afte&tions, that ive day- 
ly grow more and .more conformable to 
the Image of Chriſt; he alſo beftoweth 
upon us all ſaving graces neceſſary to at- 
tain eternal life, as the ſence of Gods love, 
the aſſurance of our election, with regene- 
ration, ſanification, and grace to do 
good works. This Sacrament alſo feeds 


the Souls of the faithfull in the affured 


hope of life everlaſting, and withal doth 
ſeal unto them the aſſurance of the injoy- 


 mment of thatlife. Adana, Angels food, 


fed the Iſraelites forty years in the wilder- 


| neſs, but bzhold a better food is prepared 


for them, even the body, and blood of 
our moſt bleſſed Sawionr, the bread of 
life, on which whoſoever by a fincere and 
ſtedfaſt faith do feed, it will nouriſh their 
ſouls for ever unto a bleſſed life without 
end : in order to which, itis an aflured 


pledg of the ſpiritual reſurre&ion of our 
ſouls 


(18) 
ſouls from the death of fin here, and of 
the corporal reſurrection of our bodies at 
the ;aſt day 3 of the firtt reſurreKion out 
Sawonr hath ſaid, * He that eateth me even 
he ſhall Irve by me; ; of the ſ:cond He 
himſelf hath allo ſaid, ® He that eaterh m 
fieſh and drinketh my blood, hath eternal 
life, and 1 will raiſe himat the laſt day : 
for this Sacrament ſignifieth and ſealeth 
unto us, that Chriſt died, 'and roſe again 
for us, and that Hrs fleſh quickeneth and 
nouriſheth unto eternal life , and that 
therefore our bodies ſhall ſurely be then 
raiſed unto that life ; for ſecin? our Head 
is riſen, all the members of the body ſhall 
likewiſe ſurely riſe again, for hovv can thoſe 
bodies fed and nouriſhed with the bedy 
and blood of the Lord of life, but be 
raiſed up with him again at that day unto 
life ? 1t being given by Himfor their eter- 
nal ſalvation, 
It was neither Saint nor Angel, but the 
- Son of God himſelf who ordained this ho- 
ly Myſtery, and. is the chiefeſt memorial 
lefr by Him of our Redemption; our Re- 
demption, which was the chiefeſt benefit 
that ever man needed from God, or that 
Go4 ever beſtowed upon man ; and there 
fore- 
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fore every Chriſtian ſhould account this 
holy ſupper the chiefelt and moſt joyful 
feaſt in tais world, and come unto it with 
raiſe and thankſgiving : the finner laying 
aſide his fins mutt come to this f2aſt, the 
envious man his enmitite and come; he 
that hath variety of iecular imployments 
muſt lay aſide his ſecular imployments and 
and ccme and converſe viith God, He 
that 15 well grounded in grace muſt come, 
becauſe he is excellently diſpoſed to ſo ho- 
ly a feaſt, but he that is but in the infan- 
Cy of his piety ,had need to comethat ſo he 
may grow in grace; the ſtrong muſt come, 
leaſt they decome weak, and the weak , 
that they may become firong;tne fick muſt 
Comme to be cured, the healthful tobe pre- 
ſerved : they that have leaſure muſt come 
becauſe they have no excuſe ; they that 
have no leaſure mnſt come hither, that 
by ſo excellerit Religion they may ſanRifie 
their buſineſs : The penitenc finners mult 
come, that they may be juſtified ; and 
they that are juſtified, that they may be 
juſtified Rill ; they that have fears and 
orext reverence to theſe miyſteries , and 
think no preparation to be ſnfhcient, mult 
feceive, that they may leatn to reeeive 
C 2 the 
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the more: worthily, and they that have 
a leſs degree of reverence , muſt come 
often, to have it hightned : Here are re- 
medies for all fick and ſorrowful finners; 
the very letter of the word of Chr:ſt giveth 


plain ſecurity that theſe myſerres do as 


nails faſten us unto his very Crols, that by 
him we draw out as touching efficacy,force 
and vertue, even the blood of his gored 
fide, in the wounds of out Redeemer, we 
there dip our tongues, we are dyed red 
both within and without, our hunger 1s 
ſatisfied and our thirſt for ever quenched ; 
they are things wonderful which he feeleth, 
great which he ſeeth, and unheard of which 
he uttereth, whoſe ſouls is poſſeft of this 
Paſchal Lamb, and made joyful in the 
ſtrength of this new wine; this Bread hath 
in it more then the ſubttance which our 
eyes behold, this Cup hallowed with ſo- 
lemn benedi&on, availeth to the endleſs 
life and welfare both of ſoul and body, in 
that it ſerveth as well for a medicine to 
heal our infirmities and purge our fins, as 
for a ſacrifice of thanksgiving, which tou- 
ching, it ſan&ifieth, it enlightneth with 
belief , it truly conformeth us unto the 
Image of Jeſws Chriſt, who by vertue Fs 

1s 
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his divine benedi&ion, with hands and 
eyes lifted up to heaven, firlt blefled, and 
conſecrated thoſe choſen elements of bread 
& wine,& made them for ever inſtruments 
of life, for the endleſs good of all genera- 
tions : Ohow inexpreſſibly comfortable 
are the benefits devolved upon us hereby ! 
O how infinite are the joyes, ſuch as eye 
hath not ſeen nor eare heard, nor can en- 
ter into the heart of man prepared for the 
worthy receivers ! to ſuch belongs life, life 
indeed , life everlaſting ; with thoſe 1s 
the Tabernacle of God; and God himſelf 
ſhall be their God, and He will wipe away 
all tears from their eyes, no more death , 
no more {orrov, no more crying, no more 
pain ſhall trouble them : He that is Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end will 
be their God, and they ſhall be his Sons , 
they ſhall inhabit the great City, the ho- 
ly Jeruſalem enlightned with the glory of 
God, and walled with a great and high 
wall, founded upon twelve foundations, 
garniſhed with all manner of precious 
ſtones, and the names of the Lambs 
twelve Apoſtles ; the gates belonging to 
this City being no leſs in number then 
twelve, and every one of them made of 

C 3 pearl, 
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El 
| || rey.2-23 Pearl, and the pavement of it of pure 
Gold ; a City having no need of $un or 
| Mocn to ſhine in 1c, having ihe glor 
it of God to light it, and the layy to be the 
li light of it; tothis City all the Kings of the 
Earth ſhall bring honor and glery , and 
all thoſs who religiouſly hunger and thurſt 
| [ after the body and blood of this Lamb, and 
il worthily partake of it, ſhall walk in the 
| light of it : And ſhall any hunger and 
ll thirſt after this ſoul-ſaving heavenly ban- 
it Cuet?Shall ſome be ſet apart on purpoſe, by 
an Almighty, gracious and liberal inviter 
freely to deliyer it unto them ? And are all 
theſe mentioned benefits and priviledges , 
yea, Heaven itſelf pronuied to them that 
hanger and thirſt, and partake of 1t?and yet 
ſhall there be any who will not only wil- 
fully negle&, bur alſo peremptorily deny 
to miniſter at this holy feaſt, and thereby 
ſuffer the hunger and thirlt of poor ſouls 
to remain unſatisfyed ? Shall any in like 
manner whom our moſt mercifull Saviour 
Teſws Chriſt hath commanded to Suffer 
luttle children to come unto hims, for to ſuch 
belongs the Kingdom of Heaven , be ſo 
wickedly hard-hearted , ſo malictouſly 
bent , ſo without all natural compatſion, 
as 
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as to ſhut the door againſt thoſe poor little 
infants, deny them a liule water Sacra- 
mentally to waſh away theit fins with ; 
keep back from them the fign and ſeal of 
Gods promiſe , and as much as in them 
liech put thein out of tne Covenant of 
Grace, and thruſt them into the wofyll 
it of_everlaſting Perdition ? Certainly, 
if we had not ſeen ſuch creatures with our 
eyes, Wee ſhould hardly have believed 
our ears at any mens mentioning of them ; 
ſuch there are :mongſt us, and our chil- 
dren afcer us Will declare the mighty work 
of diviſion they have wrought in cur days ; 
which they firſt prepared under colour of 
Religion, to accompliſh their ovn crooked 
ends thereby. And -theſe pgople do ſe- 
parate themſelves from others, defiring 
to be thought more holy then they. Theſe 
the Apoſtles long fince foretold ſhould 
come to deceive 1n the latter times ; they 
have thruſt our pious and learned men out 
of their ſeats, and ex:1t:d Dunces, and 
themſelves in th2 room of them ; they 
have cauſed Schiſmes and Herefies amongſt 
the people, which happen by reaſon of 
our ſins, through the juſt judgment of 
our God, wherewith from on high he hath 
C 4 viſited 
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viſited us, by permitting thoſe falſe lights 
to ſhine in theſe times of darkneſs, to Jead 
our feet out of the way of peace, and 
deny us the Holy Sacraments, Which were 
ordeined for the remiſſion of our fins : 

ſuch (trange lights there are now ; and 
what makes them ſuch ? Semblably i it 1s 
to be feared, ignorant obſtinacy, and ſelf- 
ſeeking ends ; for who can imagine it to 
be ether then ionorant chliinacy i in theſe 
crabbed Dodtors, who alledge no other 
then unſatisfactory reaſons, for their omif- 
fion of holy _ neceſſary duties ; as 
becauſe forſooth the people ( whom they 
expe& ſhould do juſt as they would have 
them, be it right or wrong ) will not pre- 
ſently go out " of the old; and infiaeey 
come into a nerv Church way ; and that 
even before they are ſheywn what it IS, Of 
where it lies, or the contrivers of it, them- 
ſelves have thorowly agreed what it ſhall 


be ; a way which when by theraſelves ( as 


they may think ) perfe&ted, will in all 
likelyhood be as little liked of, and fol- 
lowed by the moſt godly, moſt wiſe, and 
molt learned men of this Nation, as 1t 
hath been praiſed by them, fince the 
time of our bleſled Savzors coming - 

the 
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the world, till the firſt year of Liberty, 
for every one to take upon him what Re- 
ligion he pleaſeth, broach what Hereſie 
he fancieth, and be of what Sect he con- 
ceiveth moſt to his own advantage, 

And is it any other then an unſatisfa- 
Rory reaſon in thoſe Auſtere DoRors , 
which will not adminiſter the holy Sacra- 
ment of Raptiſm to thoſe children, whoſe 
Parents though viſibly in the Covenant of 
God, and vilible members of Chrifs 
Church, though they acknowledg them- 


4. ſelves to believe in him, and by vertue of 


his merits to obtain everlaſting life ; and 
though they defire to partake of his Or- 
dinances, yet becauſe they will not in e- 
yery thing dance after their pipe, will not 
have a hand with them in renting in pie- 
ces the ſeamleſs Coat of their Sawoxnr, 
will not apprehend all their errors to be 
truths , i 7 ſuffer themſelves to be 
rid upon by theſe unmercitull horſmen, 
under pretence of Church diſcipline, will 
not break the bond of unity amongſt them- 
ſelves, but maintain a ſociable familiarity, 
and ſometimes as they have too too much 
cauſe , ſpeak againſt Phariſaical practiſes, 


yet becauſe they will not confeſs all that 
theſe 


(26) 
theſe teachers ſay to be true, all that they 
praiſe to be good, all that they would 
have done to be of abſolute neceſſity to be | 
done, ſhall therefore be denied the be- 
nefit of the Holy Sacraments, though 
accuſed by no other then themſelves to 
be ignorant , ſcandalous and ſcofters Qt 
Religion, and hereupon be rejected as | 
Children of wrath, plain Aliens, altoge- 
ther without hope, utterly without God 
in this preſent world, Adiſerable were 
the condition of man, if it were by 4 per- 
petual Law eſtabliſhed, that theſe partial 
and hard-hearted Rulers ſhould be his | 
Accuſers and Judges, For ſhould not 
God through his unſpeakeable goodneſs, 
ſhe mercy unto thouſands of poor Chil- | 
dren,whoſe remote forefathers loved him ? . 
They muſt forever go without it for 
theſe men, and all becauſe their immediate 
. parents were ſuch as would not every 
way ſquare themſelves according to their 
wild fangies, and unreQified judgments, 
But ſuppoſe thoſe immediate parents were þ 
wicked indeed, as they many times only 
pretend them to be ſo : Hath not Ged 
told them plain enough by the Prophet 
Ez.18.20. Ezekiel, That the child ſhall not ſuffer for 
the 


(27) 


the iniquity of the Father?8 is it not evident 
that he Children of wicked Parents a- 
monyg(t the Jews were circumciſed ? and 
if ſo, why may not < hildren proceeding 
from the like Parents of the Chrittians be 
baptized, fith ( it is not to be doubted ) tyj6 foree 
his hand is not ſhortned,and he hath given arbir:amur 
as large priviledges to us under the Goſpel, Chriſtum 
as he gave tothem under the Law : other- '* (uo ad- 
wiſe we ſhould belooſers by the coming of ju...” 
Chriſt, which Credar Judeus eApella, Puna: 
x0n n85, though the circumcited Jcv will minuiſle 
believe, we will be far frum giving credit ut «ccur- 
to any ſuch monſtruous improbabiliry = quod 
We read that Saint John the Baptift gona 
ſprang for Joy in his Mothers womb, at a non 
the ſalutation of the Virgin, Lake 1, 4x, vacne. Cal, 
but are to ſeek for the cauſe of ſo great 19 lib. 
joy, had his birth been ſo difadyanta- 7's © = 
vious to him, and others in that condition; © * © 
th coming of Chriſt, witneſs the teſti- 
mony of an Angel from heaven, and the 
Holy Ghoſt bearing witnels of the truth of 
that Teſtimony, was 7eyous to all : all 
ſexes, all conditions, all ages, adyantagi- 
ous to all, even: to Infants. Our moſt. 
bleſſed Savionr brought grace along with 
him : Grace and Truth ſaith J:h» came J9Þ.1. 17. 
by 
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by( & with) Jeſws Chriſt;Grace in the ſu- 
perlative degree reaching & ſpreading far- 
ther under the new, then the old Teſtament, 
The grace of God which bringeth ſalvation 
hath appeared,ſaith the Apoſtle,to all men 
7.e, toall ſorts of ages & conditions of men, 
The grace of God in an ordinary diſpenſa- 
tion was firſt appropriated to the Jews,they 
werethen his favourites,to whom his grace 
in Chr1ſt,vas manifeſted;but nov that grace 
hath appeared to all men ; the grace of the 
Goſpel is more ample ; and every wayes 
greater Grace then that before, or under 
the Law : God having provided ſome bet- 
ter things for us ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) 
more, greater, and better privileges for 
us under the Goſpel, then for them under 
the Law; and by conſequence for the Chil- 
dren of the Chriſtians, then for the Chil- 
dren of the Jews, which could not be, if 
our Children nad not right to the Cove- 
nant, as yell as theirs. Had theſe Tea- 
chers who are thus ſcrupulous in admini- 
ftring this holy Ordinance, peruſed and 
minded holy and learned Perkzys his 
works, as much as they uſe to read, and 
and ftvdy the noval and ſchiſmatical Pam- 
phlets of the tume, they might have been 
0 taught 
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taught by him that The Children of Parents 
that are profeſſed members of the Church, 
(though cut off for a time, wpon ſome offence 
commuted ) have right ts Bajtiſm, becauſe 
It 1s not in the power of man to cut them 
off from Chriſt though excommunicated ; 
which being ſo, Why may not the « hil- 
dren deſcending from Parents ( though 
in their perſons wicked ) not excemmu- 
nicated, have rightto the ſacred Ordinance 
of Baptiſm, fith thoſe of the very excom- 
municated(in the Judgment of ſoprofound 
a Malter as Perkins ) have ri. ht thereunto; 

But bekold the opinion by the praQtice 
of a greater then Perkins, even of John 
the Baptiſt himſelf, who baptized all that | 
came unto him for his Baptiſm, Afar. 2.5; 
amongſt others even thoſe very Phariſees 
and Sadduces, whom at the ſame time he 
called a generation of vipers, at, 3. 7. 
and the latter of whom denyed the reſur- 
rection it ſelf. 

And as they are no other then unſatis- 
factory reaſons, which are given for not ad- 
miniſtring the holy Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
what are they better which are rendred for 
their not admitting thoſe that are Religious 
and knowing Chriſtians to the ſupper of 
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the Lord, becauſe peradventure there may 
be ſome in a Pariſh who may be Scanda- 
lous or iynorant ; or others who will refuſe 
to make an(iver to ſome needleſs queltions 
may be demanded by ſuch as rake it tobe 
a part of their funtion, to make a deepet 
ſearch into conſciences, then any Law of 
God or reaſon of man inforceth, and upon 
this denyal they ſhall be put off to another 
timz, from the myſtery of heavenly grace, 
though for piety, and knowledge they be 
ſuciently capable : in like manner others 
who deny rot to ſubmit themſelves tothis 
ſevere inquifition, yet if they be perſons 
any way diſtaſted by them, if theſe do 
.* not mike anſiver 1uſaem termints to that 
they would have them , though in effet 
knowingly enough , they ſhall notwith- 
ſtanding be put off to farther tryal , in 
which men, although there ſhould be 
found ſome weakneſs indeed, ( as 1t is too 
too often only pretended there 1s, ) yet 
ſhould they in divers confaderations be 
cheriſhed, according to the merciful ex- 
ample 1nd precepts, whereby th: Goſpel 
of Chriſt hath taught us, to.vards ſuch to 
ſhew compaſſion, to receive them with 
tenity and all mzekneſs ; if any thing be 

ſhaken 
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#4. which ( it ſeems ) many came over from 


| ſometimes ready togo to their Idols, and 


(32) 

ſhaken in them, to ftrengthen it, not to 

uench with delayes & jealouſies that fee- 
ble ſmoak of godlineſs Which ſeemeth to 
breath from them, but to build whereſoever 
there is any foundation, and to add per- 
fe&ion unto ſl-nder beginnings, and that, 
as by other offices of piety, ſo by the Or- 
dinances which Chri# hath left in his 
Church, not only for preſervation of 
ſtrength, but alſo for relief of weaknels. 

Far ditferrent from theſe men was the 
praſtice of the Church of Corzth, unto 


Heatheniſm, and as many as came in unto 
them, all were admitted to their Com- 
munion, amongſt whom ſome were ſuch 
kikewarme Chriſtians, that they were 


ſometimes to Church ( to ſay nothing of 
thoſe Corinthians who were ( as it 15 to be , Cop. r 2; 
doubted ) given to ſtrife, envying, wrath, 26. 
contentions , backbiting whiſperings , v-31. 
pride, and diſcord : and others of them 
who were given to uncleanneſs, fornication, * ©r-1 5. 
and wantonneſs, and other ſome who were , 6, ,, ; 
ſo ſcrupulous as to make a doubt of tne Re- 18,21, 
ſurreion it ſelf )yet theſe TdoFatrous Co- 
rinthians whom we ſhall alſo find mutt- 

nous, 


x Cor. 10. 
&. 


ample of the Corinthians and Iſraelites, 


(32) 
nous, and even drunken together at this 
Table, whilſt they are but will'ng to pro- 
feſs Chriſt, are admitted with the reſt to 
the Sacrament True it 1s, they are re- 


proved ( as they julily deſerved to be ſo ) 


for their prophanation, and direRed to ex- 
amine, and carry themſelves better for the 
future, but as for their coming together, 
and general participation, that was but 
their duty, and nothing ſaid againſt it, 

And this general participation of the 
Corinthians appears plainly by the ſence 
of the words of the Apoſtle to c Foax ſhew- 
ing them, that all the Iſraelites that paſſed 
thorow the Sea, and wilderneſs,were ad- 
mitted to both Sacraments as well as they, 
even thoſe very ſcandalous ones , with 
whom God was not well pleafed, bur like to 
them deſtroyed in the wilderneſs, yet it 
was 2 juſt puniſhment upon them, when 
they ranto Idols, as they in like manner 
did, and therefore bid them take heed, 
and not think that they ſhould eſcape Gods 
judgments, if tney walked not anſiverable 
to their profeſſion, notwithanding their 
admittance to the Sacraments, 

And this w not only evident by the ex- 
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but by that notable one of our bleſſed S4- 
vor himſelf, who admitted even Judas 
that Arch-Traytor to the Paſlever , if not 
to his ſupper, ( however it is the ſame in 
fienification ) ſo that thoſe who will not 
be otherwiſe moved to a more free admil- 
ſion of the Sacrament;, then is of late dayes 
allowed of, might very well be enduced to 
do 1t, if not by what & Corinthians and 
Iſraelites did, yet by the example of the 
Son of God himſelf ; unleſs they will wil- 
fully ſhut their eyes againſt that light 
which came into the world to illuminate 


* all thoſe who have a deſire toſee the right 


way, and walk in 1t. 


—And that ſome with-hold the Sacra- 
ments from thoſe they ought tg miniſter 


them to, may 1t not be doubted they do 1t 
out of ſelfiſh ends ? which if well looked 


into, will prove the ſtate of many queſtions 
which go under the rotion of Religion in 
theſe dayes, as w-ll as it hath in the timzs 
of old : hence it is that they account they 
ſhall be the more ſought unto, the more 
held 1n reverence, the more engrandize 
their power, and hold men in obedience 
and ſlavery under them, and they them- 
ſelves be in bieRion to none ; this ſel- 


fſhneſs 


(34) 


fſhneſs, if thorowly ſearcht into, will be 
found ſecretly to contain that poyſon which 
hath ſo powerfully wrought upon the 
braines of ſo many Presbyterians and other 
SeRaries, and cauſed them to caſtſo many 
ſtumbling blocks in the way, and ſet ſo 
many fences between the people and the 
body of their Saviour : ( miſtake us not 
we beſeech you, we meannot all,but ſome 
of your profeſſion : ) hence is it that ſo 
many heart burnings, ſo many contentions, 
ſo many diviſions hath happened between 
Church-men and Church-men, as well 
as between them and the people: however 
in this particular, as Herod and Plate, 
though they differed otherwiſe, yet agreed 
againſt Chriſt; ſo in this, too too many 
of each ſe& joyn handin hand in ſcrupu- 
ling togive the bread of life to poor ſin- 
ners, which might nouriſh and comfort 
their hungry ſouls unto life everla- 
ſting, 

But we hear you ſay, If we will come 
under a Presbyterial Diſcipline, you will 
adminiſter the Sacraments to us,otherwiſe 
not. 

To this we demand of you, Would you 
have us to ſubje& our ſelyes to a diſcipline 

againſt 
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againſt our conſciences, a diſcipline not 
eſtabliſhed by Lai, nor congruent to our 
Liberty ? would you have us put our necks 
under the yoak of a diſcipline, which we 
truly conceive hath been the anvil upon 
which ſo many engines have been framed, 
which have ſo much battered down the 
quiet and peace both of Church and State? 
Have not the favourers of this diſcipline 
graſped at unlimited poiver, ſuch as neither 
deriveth its beginning , nor willingly re- 
ceiveth its commands from the Magittrate? 
whom they would have countenance them 
In all their Aﬀtions, and yet not allow of 
his rules and dire&ionz they would have 
him cenſure and condemn , or others by 
his Authority, which is all one, and yet 
will not allow him to know and judg: they 
will call for his hand toftrike, and yet not 
alloiv him an eye to ſee, 

Without offence, be it in a good hour 
ſpoken, we apprehend this diſcipline to be 
of all other moſt- mjurious to tne Magi- 
ſtrate , moſt oppreſſive to tne SubjeR, 
and molt pernitious to both : it is the very 
quintefſence of refined Povery, and a 
oreater Tyranny then ever Rome brought 
forth, inconſiſtent with all forms of Civil 
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governmetit, deſtructive to all ſorts of po- 
licy, a rack:to the conſcience,the heavieſt 
preſſure that can fall upon a people, and 
ſo much the more dangerous, becauſe by 
the ſpectous pretence of divine Inſtitution, 
it takes away the fight, but not the burden 
of ſlavery. 

How 1t 1s1njurious to the Magiſtrate,ap- 

ars by that little hath been ſaid already; 
will farther appear, 1.By overthrowing 
his Rights in convocating Synods to order 
Ecclefiaſticall affaires, and reform the 
Church within his Dominions. 

2. By robbing him of the latt appeal of 
his SubjeRs. 

3. By exempting the Miniſters from 
due puniſhment. 

4. By ſubjeRing the ſupream Autho- 
rity to their Cenſures, even to the higheſt 
Cenſure of excommunication, that vety 
engine by which the Popes exalted them- 
ſelves above Emperors. 

5. By robbing the Magiſtrate of his diſ- 
penſative Power, 

6. By cheating him of his Civil Power 
in o:der to Religion, 

7. By challenging an exorbitant Power 
by Divine Right, 

8. And 
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8. And by making a very Moniter of 
the Common-wealth, 

9. And little more then a Cypher of 
Parliaments, 

All which are evidently demonſtrated, 
not by ſome extrazrdinary practiſes, jultified 
only by the pretence of 1nvincible necetl- 
ty ( a weak patrociny for general Doctrine) 
nor by the fingle opinions of ſome capri- 
cious fellows, but by the Scottiſh book of 
Diſcipline,by the Ads of their general and 
provincial Aflemblies, by the concurrent 


. votes and writings of their Commiſſioners, 


as 1s exactly to be ſeen in the fair warning 
to take heed of this Diſcipline by Dr. 
Joh. Brommel L. Fiſhop of Londex-Dery y 
in Ireland, And how it is oppreſſive to 
particular perſons, and full of rigor, and 
like Dracos larvs that were written in blood, 
it will appear by infliing Church cenſures 
upon {l;ght grounds;as for an uncomely ge- 
ſure,a vain word,for ſuſpition of Covetouſ- 
neſs or Pride,for ſuper fluity of rayment ei- 
ther for coſt or faſhion,for dancing at a wed- 
ding,or of ſervants in the ftreets,for wearing 
a mans hair al a mode : They ſcarce allow a 
man a Latitude of diſcretion in any thing : 
all menzeven their ſuperiors mult be their 
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flaves, or pupils. It a man will not con- 
feſs himſelf a D-linquent, be ſorry for giv- 
ing the Presbyters any offence, and con- 
form himſelf in his hair, apparel, diet, e- 
very thing, to what theſe rough-hewen Ca- 
to*s ſhall preſcribe, they will proceed 
againlt him to excommunication, 

By this Diſcipline a man is puniſhed 
tice for the ſame crime; firſt by the Ma- 
giſtrate, according to the Laws of God and 
the Land, for the offence ; then by the 
Cenſures cf the Church,for the ſcandal. 
To this agrees their Synod, nothing forbids * 
the ſamefault in theſame man to be puni(t - 
ed one way by the Political power, another 
way by thelEcclefiaſtical ; by that, under 
the formality of a crime with corporal or 
pecuniary puniſhment ; by this, under the 
formality of ſcandal,with ſpiritual cenſures. 

Thus their Liturgy in expreſs terms, 
All crimes which by the Laiv of God de- 
ſerves death, deſerves alſo excommunica- 
tion, Yea, though an offender abide an 
aſſiſe, and be abſalved by the ſame, yet 
may the Church enjoyn him publick ſatis- 
faction. Or if tne Magiſtrate ſhall not 
think fit in his Judgment, or cannot in 
onlcience proſecute the party upon the 
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Churches intimation, the Church may ad- 
moniſh the Magiſtrate publickly, And 
if no remedy be found, excommunicate 
the offender, firſt, for his crime, and then 
for his being ſuſpected to have corrupted 
the Judg, By which we obſerve, how 
theſe ſevere Diſciplinarians bring all crimes 
whatſoever, great and ſmall, within their 
Juriſdi&ion; how that a Delinquents tryal 
for his life 1s no ſufficient ſatisfaction to 
them ; and how that to ſatisfie their own 
humours,\ they care not hoiv they blemiſh 
publickly the reputation of the Magittrate 
upon frivolous conjectures. 

And as they bring all crimes great and 
ſmall, ſo do they bring all degrees under 
their Juriſdiction. The ſupreme Magt- 
ſtrate ſhall be bearded and mated by every 
ordinary Presbyter; witneſs that inſolent 
ſpeech of Mr. Robert Bruce to King 7 ames, 
Sir,1 ſee your reſolution 1s to take Huntley 
in favour ; 1f you do, I will oppoſe : you 
ſhall chooſe whether you will loſe Huntley, 
or me, for us both you cannot keep. It 1s 
nothing with them for a pedant toput him- 
ſelf into the ballance with the Prince, and 


' moſt Potent Peer of the Realm. And as 


for the common people , they ſhall have 
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an high Commiſſon in every Pariſh, and 
groan under the Arbitrary Decrees of 1g- 
norant unexperienced Governors, Who 
knoiv no Laiv but their own wils, who ob- 
ſerve no order but what they liſt : under 
theſe men, Parents ſhall loſe the free diſ- 
. poſition of their own Children in marriage: 
if the child defire a husband or a wife, and 
the Parents gain-ſtand their requeſt, and 
have no other cauſe then the common of 
men have, to wit,lack of goods, or becauſe 
the oth*r party is not of birth high enough, 
upon the childs deſire, the Miniſter is to 
travail with the Parents,& if he find no juſt 
cauſe to the contrary, may admit them to 
the marriage : For the work of God ought 
not to be nindred,by the corrupt affe&ion; 
of worldly men, This do&trine 1s very 
high, but their praftice yet much more 
high ; for the Presbyterians will compel 
tie \vronged Parent to give t 1at child as 
oreat a portion as any of his other children. 
All Maſters and Miliretles of families, 
of what age or condition ſoever, mutt con e 
ance a year before the Presbyter , with 
their houſhold,to be examined perſonally, 
whether they be fit to receive the Sacr:- 
ment, in reſj et of their knovvledg ni 
other-= 
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otherwiſe; and if they ſuffer theic children 
or ſervants to continue in wilful ignorance 
) ( though they cannot help it ) they muſt 


undergo the teverity, and extreme ricor off 1; Book 
| their excommunication ; atier whica f(en- diſc. g 
tence,no perion ( his wite and family only hc3d. 
excepted ) may have any kind of conver- 
ſation with him that is excommunicated, 
they may noteat with him, nor drink with 
him,nor buy with him,nor fel to him; they 
may not ſalute him, nor ipeak to him, x Bok 
except 1t be by licence of the Presbytery, diſc. 7. 
His Children begetten & born after that bead. 
ſentence, and before his reconciliation to 
Chriſt, may not be admitted to Baptiſm, 
| until thzy be of age to require it, or the 
Mother , or ſome ſpecial friend, being a 
member of that Church,preſent the child, 
abhorring and damning the iniquity and 
obſtinate contempt of the Father. And all 
this being not enough, they proceed to an 
outlawing of the party,and a confiſcation of 
| his goods, and putting him out of the Ma- 
| oi{trates protection, ſo as any man may 
kill him and be unpuniſhed : yea the par- 
ty excommunicated 15 not ſo much as to at- 
tend or hear theſe fatal letters granted. 
And that the people may the more pa- 
tiently 
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riently ſuffer all this harſhneſs from them, 
may the more quietly 1ndure all their hea- 
vy oppreſſions, and the more humbly ſub- 
mit themſelyes to all their rigid Ordi- 
nances, they perſivade them, that they are 
bound in conſcience to hear and obey 
the'r voice, and reverence the Majeſty 
of the Son of God ſpeaking in them; for 
having made their Confiftories the Taber- 
nacles of Chriſt, they expect that their 
determinations ſhall paſs for the ſentences 
of Chriſt; and thus theſe proud Vicatrs 
having mounted themſelves aloft, they fit 
upon the Temple of God, and exalt them- 
ſelves above all that the Scripture calleth 
Ged. 

And how can any man be ſoignorant, ſo 
ſtupid, ſo void of reaſon, as to think that - 
theſe men can beled by an infallible ſpirit, 
who in this manner, like the Lords of the 
Heathen, ſeek for Dominion and Power! 
who aim at Authority and Rule in this 
world, of which they cannot but know 
| their Maſters Kingdome 1s not! who being 
puffed up with an unparallel'd pride have 
made themſelves drunk with the ſpirit of 
Antichriſt, and ſo drunk, that they be- 
gin to ſtagger, and are in danger of falling 
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down eveh level with the the ground ! 
But (ith they,the better toſupport them- 
ſelves from falling, have thought fir 
to joyn unto them a ſort of men 
whom they haye Chriſined by the name of 
lay Elders,and will have them looked upon 
as Commiſſoners of Chriſt; we will let 
you know, that we are not ignorant of the 
true reaſon of their annexing this conjun- 
Etion copulative unto them ; for the poli- 
tick projeRor and founder of this new diſ- 
Cipline, by name Calvin ( a man famous for 
his great wiſdome ) the more ſurely and 
eaily to bring that beaſt of many heads, 
the people, toaſſent & contribute!their la- 
bour and endeavours towards the erefting 
of the building, whereof he had before 
hand conceived an Idea in his mind, 
thought gnod to tender an offer to them 
( plauſible enough in outward ſhew ) that 
for every Miniſter,who ſhould fit perpetual 
Judg , they ſhould annually chuſe two lay 
Elders out of every Pariſh amongſt them- 
ſelves, and they to fit with them in the 
ſtanding Eccleſiaſtical Court which was to 
be eſtabliſhed , to be Judges together with 
them in the ſame: and theſe two ſorts 
ſhould have a care of all mens manners, 
polyer 
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power of determining all kind of Eccleſi- 
altical cauſes, and Authority to convene, 
to cantroul, to puniſh, as far as with Ex- 
communication, whomſoever they ſhould 
think worthy , none either ſmall or great 
excepted : now the people ( who are ever 
taken and deluded with fair ſhews, ( and to 
the worlds end will be ſo ) rather then re- 
alities, ) conceiting this ods of riva to one, 
to be ſuthcient to remedy any inconveni- 
ence might ariſe by the Miniltry, willingly 
enough embraced the Offer, and joyntly 
ſet ro their helping hands and bak to 
bring the buſineſs to perfeRtion; and ac- 
cordinly, after no ſmall oppoſition which 
was made by the wiſer ſort, etfected wiat 
they intended ; weſay,noſmall oppoſition, 
for the more quick-ſighted,and men of pro- 
foundeſt judement among the layty, fore- 
ſaw that this filling up of the ſeates in the 
Conſiſtory with ſogreat a number of lay- 
men , vas but to pleaſe the mind of the 
people, to the end they might think their 
orvn ſivay ſomewhat; but when things 
came to tryal of practice, their Paſtors 
learning would be art all times of force to 
over-perſwade fimple men, who knowing 
the time of their own Prelidentſhip to be 

but 
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but ſhort, would alwayes ſtand ir, fear of 
their Miniſters perpetual Authority: and 
hereupon profeſled with greater Rtomach 
their Judgments, that ſuch a diſcipline 
was little better then Popiſh Tyranny, 
diſguiſed and tendered unto them under a 
new form, But how much ſoever the 
more prudential men gainſaid this upſtart 
diſcipline, yet certain 1t is,in thoſe times 
of diſtra&ion ( as the Citty of Geneve was 
then in) (as we have in like manner ſeen in 
theſe our dayes by woful experience )) not 


the wiſe, but the many, like a boiſterous Anno Do, 
torrent,beares down all before them, and * 54". 


to the diſturbance of the world, do what 
they liR, ſo ( they ) eſtabliſhed this diſ- 
Cipline, A diſcipline which they peremp- 
torily affirmed to have been taught by 
Chri#t and his Apoſtles in the Word of 
God ; and yet full fifteen hundred years 
have paſled from the birth of our Saviour 
till the ſetting up thereof, and they cannot, 
during all that time, (hew us one Church 
upon the face of the whole exrth which ever 
found out or erected it, till this preſent 
time : and now forſooth this diſcipline 1s 
become T he Scepter of Chriſt , the eternal 
Goſpel ; and where 1d this Scepter lhe 
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hid during all theſe hundreds of years, that 
we cannot find out the leaſt foot-(tep of ir 
in the meaneſt village of Chriſtendome ? 
This world draws toward an end :* was 
this diſcipline fitted and contrived for the 
world to come? or howw can it be the eterna} 
Goſpel ? 

We ſhculd be injurious unto Charity it 
ſelf, 3f we ſhould affirm all theſe men who 
are of this ſtamp,to have wilfully gone out 
of this right way into this Labyrinth, and 
accordingly to have led others a long with 
them in a maze ; or ſhould ſurmiſe all 
thoſe who have been miſguided,knowing- 
ly to continue 1n an error ; no, we have a 
better opinion of ſome of them , who no 
doubt have a conceit of the divinity of their 
diſcipline, and yet are truly godly men in 
their hearts, ſincere in ther affe&tions, 
upright in their meanings: but we ſay, cer- 
tainly godly men in all ages have erred,and 
without all peradventure ſo do the beſt of 
theſe ; and that the founder hereof him- 
ſelf was but a man, we all know, we no 
leſs know men are but men, and hamanum 
eſt errare : what moved him at firſt to 
fancy this diſcipline, and afterwards to efta- 
bliſh it, 1s to be ſeen atlarge in judicious 
Hooker his preface, N1- 
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Nature worketh in us all a love toour 
own counſels. The contradiction of others is 
a fan to inflame that love. Our love ſet on 
fire to maintain that which once we have 
done, ſharpneth the wit to diſpute, to ar- 
ove, and by all means to reaſon for it: 
wherefore a marvel it were, if a man of ſo 
oreat Capacity , having ſuch incitements 
to make him deſirous of all kind of furthe- 
rances unto his cauſe, could eſpie in the 
whole Scripture of Ged , nothin? which 
might breed, at the leaſt a probable opt- 
nion of likelihood,that Divine Authority 
it ſelf was the ſame way ſomewhat inclina- 
ble. And all which the wit, even of Cal- 
vin Was able from thence to draw, by fif- 
ting the very utmoſt ſentence and fillable, 
is no morezthen that certain ſpeeches there 
are,which to hindid ſeem to intimate, that 
all Chriſtian Churches ought to have their 
Elderſhips endued with power of excom- 
munication, and thata part of thoſe Elder- 
ſhips every where ſhould be choſen out 
from amongſt the Layty, after that form 
which himſelf had framed Gexeve unto, But 
what argument can be ſhewn wherby it was 


* Or that 


choſe El- 


ever prov'd byCalvin,that any one ſentence qers were 
of Scripture doth neceſlarily inforce theſe Lay-men? 
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And his followers, who with all their 
learning have endeavoured to extol his 
Aurther to cn tothe higheſt , have notwithſtan- 
the Pertiti- ©. ey 
on dice&- ding ackn wiedged, that with whom the 
el to bis truth 15 taey know not : neither do they 
Majelty. all agree in one opinion : and of them 
which are at agreement, the moſt part 
through a courteous enducement have fol- 
lowed one man as their guide, and that one 
man therein molt afluredly hath ſerved 
from the Truth, 

And what can they be thought but ſelf- 
ſecking ends in ſome, who when they 
know themlelves intinitely ſhort of that 
learning hath been in their Predeceflors, 
and therefore not knoiving how to get un- 
to themlelves fame , by walking in the 
plain and heaten road leading to happi- 
neſs marked out for them, will attempt to 
getunto themlelyes aname, by pretending 
to have found out a nigher way unto it,then 
any elſe have done before them,& amuzing 
the unlearneder ſort with a belief hereof, get 
unto themſelves followers after their own 
horrid inventions, whom they entice into 
ſuch a path, as neither our bleſſed Savieur 
nor any of his holy Apoftles ever traced 
out for them;8& inſenſibly by degrees bring 

them 
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them into ſuch a Labyrinth, which when 
they are once entred into, they become a- 
mazed, and know not which way to get 
out of it, and then run out of one error 'in- 
to another , from bad, to worſe , till at 
length they become as dreadful Comets 
toall that behold them. Theſe kind of 
pernicious leaders imitate him, who know- 
ing not by any other a&, ſet the Temple 
of Di;araon fire, with an intent to memo- 
r11ze themſelves by that Rtrange one, 

And what can be thought better of theſe, 
than of that Monſter of men Bernardi 
Ochinus, whoſe zeal at the firſt ſeemed to 
be ſo violent, as no former Religious inſti- 


tution, though never ſo rigorous, was ſtrict 


for him: he from thence fell to be 


m_ 
. an Heretick, then a Jew , then a Turk, 
| andlaſt of all an Atheiſt, and then wrote a 


furious inve&ive againſt the three grand 
Impoſtors of the world, amongſt whom 
he ranked — Horreſco reftrtns — Jeſus the 
Prince of Peace, Savionr of mankind,and 
Moſes as well as MMahomet. 
And what can they be conſtrued, but 
ſelf ſeeking ends in thoſe men, by whom 
thoſe who are rich, who are powerful and 
able to do either good or hurt, though 
E they 
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they be as ignorant and ſcandalous to the 
world, and perhaps more than thoſe who 
are poor, ſhall notwithſtanding be diligent- 
ly invited,gladly received,and earneſtly en- 


treated to partake of thoſe comfortable my- | 


ſeries, and ſaving food, which the Re- 
deemer of Mankind hath prepared for all 
true believers, without all peradventure,in 
as large a meaſure for thoſe indigent ones, 
to whom the Kingdome of Heaven belongs, 
as for thoſe great ones,who will find1t eater 
for a Camel to enter thorow the eye of a ne- 
dle,than for the proud ever to come there, , 
O let this ſlie generation of men know, 
who are guilty of this wilful cmiſſion, and 
ſuch as upon unwarrantable pretences, de- 
ny the holy Sacrement of Baptiſm. to thoſe 


it belongs to,and who thruſt by hungry and -|- 


thirſty Sculs frem the ſaving bancuet of 
cf the Lords ſupper, who preferr obſtina- 
cy and ſelfiſh ends before the will of their 
Lord and Maker, that thovgh they may 
take to themſelves the glorzcus. nome. of 
Gods dear Children, it is to þe feared, 
they may at lt be fourd out to te 
\. Children of Belral, m havirg in the day 
cf their faſt ſcught their cn will, rather 
thon tle will of their great Cem mander ; 

let 
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let them take heed,that though in their own 
conceit they may be lifted up to Heaven , 
they be not brought down as low as Hell ; 
for moſt aſlutedly it will be eafier for thoſe 
in the Land of Sodom in the day of Judg- 
ment to enjoy the new Jeruſalem, than 
for obſtinate and ſelf-ſeeking Hypocrites 
to come \vithin the gates thereof, 

Which kind of people profeſs to know 
God, but ( it is to be feared) in their Tj;.,,16. 
wosks deny him:they ſhut up the kingdom 
of Heaven before men,going not in them- 
ſelves,nor ſutfering thoſe that would enter to 


come in. They ſay, ſtand apart, come not Eſsy 65.5. - | 


n ear tous, for we are holier than you. Yet Jc1.6.13. 
they bend their tongues like howes for lies, 
and proceed from evil to wotfe, Their Pro-13.22. 
lying lips are an abotnination to the Lord, 
and their throats as open ſepnlchers, Their Bſay 7. g- 
hearts is as hard as the Adamant ſtone, 
and deceitful above all things; They are gy 9.16, 
leaders of the People,caufing them to err, 
and at laſt devour them. They lay waitas Eſayls.:6. 
he that ſetteth ſnares, and make nets to 
catch men. They have mens perſons in J ude. 
admiration becauſe of advantage. They 
draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and fin E'*y 5.16. 
with cart ropes, They are much given - 
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be drunk with malice , though tiot with 
wine; and to Giagger, their heads being 
full of whimſies, though not with ſtrong 
drink; which cauſeth them to be Eagle- 
eyedin 1 Jing the mote in their brothers 
and bl 


eye, ind in beholding the beam that 
is in their orm ;; they are ſtrainers at gnats, 
and ſwallowers of Camels. They hatch 
the Cockatrice egs, and weave the Tpiders 
web. They arc as an unclean thing, and 
their very —_—_— as a filthy clout, 
From the leaſt of themyto the greateſt, they 
are commonly given to Covetouſneſs, and } 
from th: Prophet to the Prieſt they a'l 
deal falſly; the Prophets among them be- 
ing 2 company of crafty fools, and the | 
ſpiritual men no leſs then mad. Theſe | 
are they which ſeparate themſelves from | 
others, walking after their own lufts, mur- 
muring, complaining , mocking and ſpea- 
king evil even of thoſe they know not. 
Clouds they are without water, carried | ® 
about with every wind of doftrine, favou- 

rers of damnable Herefies, raging waves of 
the Sea foaming out their own ſhame, t 
wandring ftars to woom 1s reſerved the 
blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. | * 
Bat here by the by, we deſire there 
any 
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gay be notice taken, that itis no part of 
our thought, to bring within the circum- 
ference of this deſcription of Hypocrites, 
any truly fincere and godly ſoul; neither 
have we the leaſt aim to any particular ho- 
ly _ alive, that we are. acquainted 
withal, and therefore if any ſhall account 
him or themſelves deciphered hereby, and 
thereupon take offence, it muſt neceſſarily 
ariſe, even in the opinion of all indifferent 
men, from the check of his or their own 
reftleſs conſciences, which we beartily wiſh 
had no juſt cauſe to accuſe them, as we 
are truly innocent of any intent of doing 
{o. 

We leave this way of accuſing & cenſu- 
ring particular perſons, to that Phariſai- 
cal generation of people, who being rapt 
up by a ſpiritual kind of pride into the acry 
Region of -a conceited degree of holineſs 
in themſelves, do from thence look upon 
others as ſenſual , polluted, and wicked, 
yea, as dogs and ſivine, altogether unwor- 
thy to eat with them either at their own or 
the Lords Table, or ſo much as 10 come 
within the verge of their ſelet compa- 
ny. 
We thank our.. God we have.not_ inſuch. 

E 3 manner 
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manner learned Chr:ft as to place our ſelves 
in the ſeat of the Judg, accuſer, cenſurer 
or {corner of our brethren ; we ſhall leave 
all men to the great day of Judgment: for 
who is he that dares anticipate that 
day, and enter upon the throne of the 
oreat Judg ? We confeſs that the ſerious 
acknowledgment of our own vileneſs 
makes us afraid at heart, that we our ſelves 
arethz greateſt of ſinners; ſuch, as when 
we conſider our own deſervings, we cannot 
but tremble with terror, and amazement 


at the juſt and dreadful puniſhment due 


unto us for ſin, and hereby have learned 
to pity others as felloy finners,& not think 


our ſelyes too good to accompany them in | 


Civil, or religious duties. 


Wee do withgreif, and ſhameconfeſs, 


that we have erred willingly, and frayed 
willingly from the wayes of our Almighty 
and moſt merciful Father, and that more 
like untamed Buls then loſt and wandring 
ſheep, we have followed too much even 


altogether the abſurd devices, and brutiſh 


 defires of our own hearts, we have been 
offended againſt, nay been offended at his 
holy, moft holy laws,we have left undone, 
rot Jone at all thoſe things which ye ought 

to 
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to have done, but inſteed thereof done 
thoſe things whlch we ſhould not have 
done, inſomuch as there is no health, no 
hope of health in us miſerable , moſt mi- 
ſerable, and -tne greateft of ſinners : all 
which when ve ſeriouſly lay to our guilty 
conſciences, how can we poſſibly preferr 
our oivn Wicked, and abominable ſelves, 
whom ve certainly knoww tobe thus pollu- 
ted, and defiled, before others,wvhoſe hearts 
we are no Way ſo able to ſearch and dive 
into, as We may into our own ? 

And being in ſo great a meaſure ſinful, 
from the crown of our neads to the ſoles of 
our feet all over contaminated and infe- 
&ed, in fo much as no part of us remat- 
neth ſound; we know no certain cure for 
our ſack and wounded ſouls, laden with 
ſo many and.ſo grevious fins,but to caſt 
our ſelves into the arms of our molt bleſſed 
Redezmer,and by a lively faith{though w- 
cannot as Saints, yet ) lay claim unto him 


as ſinners, ( as wounded and penitent fin- 
ners) whom h2 came to ſave ; and his 


coming being to ſave ſuch, he will certain- 


ly afford the ſeals of his Gracz to ſuch, 


and having aypointed the Miniſters of his 
Goſpel to deliver thzm to ſuch, we look 
E 4 UpOA 
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upon you (Mr.Barton if you bea Miniſter 
of Teſw Chriſt as bound 1n duty ( having 
thruſt your ſelf upon us, and thereby 
kept off thoſe who might otherwiſe have 
done it ) to perform your office, according 
to the diſpenſation of God, Which is given 
to his Miniſters to us ward to fulfil the 
word of God. 
And we ola to you as the Apoſtle 
' commands the Church of God to ſay to Ar- 
chippus, Take heed to the Miniſtry that thu 
hatt received in the Lord,that thou fulful it; 
a part whereof is the Communication of the 
Sacrameuts of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which ( we wiſh we had no cauſe to ſay 
ſo ) to our greif, and your own ſhame, 
you have hitherto omitted. 


that the Miniſters total omiſſion of admi- 
niſtring the Sagraments to the generality of 
the people under his charge, Becauſe there 
may perhaps ſome wicked perſons , not 
known to be ſcandalous creep in amongſt 
the Godly, is,as an erroneous, ſo an uf- 
Rart way, never uſed in the Church, from 
the time of the firſt planting of it, till of 
latter dayes the wild Boar of the foreſt 
hath ruſhed into Chris vineyard, - the 

an- 


And therefore give us leave to tell you 
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danger of the rooting out of the hearts of 
men the zeal to the frequent practiſe of 
applying the ſeals of Grace to their ſouls; 
and 1 thereof to the planting of a 
= and ſuperftitious holineſs m the 

dinatices, thereby quite to invert the 
charitable nſe of. them , and to bereave 
them of the great Legacy which the 
Saviour of the world hath left ro his 


e. | 
yy 1 do wonder there can be any 
perſon ſo obſtinate and ſelfiſh, as thereby 
to have the eyes of his underſtanding ſ6 
blinded, to force himſelf to believe that 
an upſtart unuſed way, ſhould be the right 
way,when Ged himſelf hath ſaid, Ask for 
the old way,and with all told us ,that it: is 
the good way, & given us a charge that we 
ſhould watk in that way,with a promiſe,that 
in ſo domg,we ſhould find reſt to our ſouls, 

He ht alſo ſaid by his Scripture for 
our inſftrftion, Call to remembrance the 
dayes of old, ask thy Fathers and they will 
ſhew thee, ask thy Elders and they will 
Hes —_ 

And now can any man ( who 1s not 
utterly void of reaſon ) think that He for 
whom it is impoſſible to lie, hath __—” 

r 
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reſt unto our ſouls by our walking in the 
old way,. and ;hath promiſed to. guide his 
Church all wayes in the right way, ſhould 
notwithſtanding break his word, and ſuf- 
fer it towandet out” of the way,. and: that 
for:above 16 hundred years together, even 
till theſe times ,, theſe very latter ,: and 
perrilloaus times, in which the ſpirit ſpea- 
keth evidently, that ' there. ſhould come 
divers Hypocrites, men having their con- 
ſciences ſeared with-a hot iron, who ſhould 
depart from, the faith, giving heed to the 
ſpirit: of , error, x Tow. 4. 1. 2. Tim, 
34 I, Jade I9... 

| And ſhall that ſpirit of error. have ſo 
much-poiver, /as contrary to Gods directi- 
on: to:intice us into new wayes, by, per- 
ſpatling us to imbrace novel opinions, or 
-uttwarrantable' _ praftices in Religion, 
.ſchiſmes or herefies? ſhall any, under 
any-plauſible pretence whatſoever ,- go 
about to make us believe, that the Sacra- 
ments are not neceſlary ,to Salvation, . or 
that the.Celebration of them doth not be- 
long to the Miniſterial Office, we- ſhall 
boldly aver ſuch to be. of Yelterday, .and 
not-to be yet come to their underſtan- 
ding. 
| | And 
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| And we ſhall not be aſhamed to (ay, 
they are altogether out of the old right way, 
and have made to themſelves crooked 
pathes, wherein they grope as blind mzn, 
without eyes, and ſtumble at noon-day as 
in the twi-light , cheir feet treading the 
pavements of deſolation and deſtruction, 
run toevil, far oft from the way of peace 
and equity ; which, itſhould ſeem; the 

never would be enduced to folkow ; whic 

is the reaſon why judgments ſo far from 
them, and jultice comes not neer them. 

And we do here for our ſelves profeſs, 
thatif an Angel ſhould come from heayen, 
and preach to us any dectrine in order -to 
the putting us out of the right way, we 
would neither follow nor believe him. 

For as it hath been hitherto, ſo ſhall it 
be ever far from us, of the Pariſh of Bar- 
ham, in theſe licentious times, in which 
ſome would have the golden reines of diſci- 
pline and government let looſe in the 
Church, inſo much that ſingle Miniſters 
and private perſons might take up what 
forme of divine worſhip they pleaſed 'to 
follow : ſodangerous an example , far be 
itfrom us, to be led by; wandring ſtars, 
new , but falſe lights ; bold , but blind 

guides 
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ouides : far be it from us tomake ſmall or 
no account of the pretious Ordinances of 
our Lord and Seviowr Jeſus Chriſt, by 
neglecting the holy Sacrament of Bapciſm, 
and by counting the blood of the” Teſta- 
ment as an unnoly thing : far be it from us, 
to exchange the truth which we have re- 
ceived, fot falſhood which ought not to 
be believed ; or to undervalue the ſound 
doQtrine which hath been taught us, by 
giving ear to old wives tales: for it is our 
firm reſolution toimbrace that trutb,which 
the great DoAor and Author of truth it 
ſelf, hath commanded, the blefled Apo- 
ftlestaught, the holy Martyrs confirmed, 
and the moſt godly, and molt learned men 
in all ages, praiſed ; we ſhall defire to 
bewathed 

ſhall Gefire to eat that we may live. 

- Thus muck have we thought fitting to 
declare, to the end that poſterity , as well 
as thoſe now living, might know what 
ur Judgments are, concerning the ſacred 
and ſaving Ordinances which our moſt 
bleſſed Saviowr ( whoſe name be for ever 
praiſed ) hath left to his Church, and that 
m ati? in whichſo ſlight a regard hath 
been had of his heavenly Myſteries we did 

not 


, that we may be cleanſed, we 
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not with filence, and patience behold ſuck 
horrible contempt, and deteſtable neglect: 
but on the other t1de might underftand our 
reverend eſteem, and opinion of the ne» 
ceſfity and uſe of thoſe Seals, that are ta 
continue in his Church, until He, the Au- 
thor of them, come to Judg the World, 
and that a more free and large admiffion 
ought to be to them, than of late hath 
been permitted , or allowed of : and alſo 
that obſtinacy and ſelfiſh ends have been 
ſtumbling blocks in the way to this free 
admiffion, and that Tyrannical Pregby- 
tery of ſome, which hath caſt thoſe ftum- 
bling blocks in, is beth new in ere&ion, 
and erroneous in execution. 

And as we have declared thus much, ſo 
we thought our ſelves bound in conſcience 
to doit, to the end that we might not foo- 
liſhly, like the unprofitable ſervant , hide 
our Talent in a Napkin, or perfidiouſly 
Put our light under a buſhg. 

Non mobis nati ſums, was the faying 
of a Heathen, we are not born for the good 
of our ſelves alone, but for the welfare of 
others alſo; & weſay of our very Enemics, 
as well as friends ; to whom we have in 


fome meaſure held out our light, as we 
have 
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have done to our neere(t Relations, where- 
by they may ( if they pleaſe )ſee hoiv to 
diſtinguiſh realities from apparances , 
ſubſtances from ſhadowes , truth from 
ſalſhood. 

And notwithſtanding though they may 
have but little or no regard to our care , 
& endeayours for their good ; nay,though 
as Jannes and Jambres withltood 1 ofes, 
they may ſtand 1n dire& oppoſition to, and 
contradiction againſt us, yet ſhall not we 
ſay with the great Cardinal, S: populus wwlt 
decips , decipratur, ( If the people will be 
deceived let them bz ſo, ) but ſhall, to 
the utmoſt of our power, prevent ſuch de- 
lufion, and as much as in us lies, guide 


their feet in the blefled wayes of truth and 


ace, 

And in Order thereunto ſhall adviſe 
them,as we do the like to all others,of what 
condition, and quality ſoever they be, to 
beware of ſuch as come in ſheeps clothing; 
and to mark thoſe who make diviſion, ex- 
perienced in the old Maxime, Divide & 
Impera, Divide and Command. 

Of ſuch it hath been ſaid of old, ua- 
fs wnlpes in deſerto Prophets ti, O Iſrael : 
© Iſrael thy Prophety ace like Foxes = 
| [ 
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the deſert: and it is juflly to be feared; 
that ſome of that breed , are crept in a- 
monglt us, | 
Of whom that we may the better take 
{ heed, we ſhall continually and ferveatly 
pray to Almighty God, to give us a diſ- 
cerning ſpirit, and a right apprehenſion of 
the neceſlary uſe of his holy, heavenly and 
ſaving myſteries, ſo as we may not ne- 
gle, much leſs contemn them, but fre- 
uently and pioully hunger and thirſt after 
: wa, and withal that we may not be Ca- 
|» Joled by the ſelfiſh ends of any erring Pres- 
tyterians or others, how ſeemingly-holy 
» Toever they be, thatirye may be able to dil- 
* cerne wolves clothed like- ſheep, and that 
he will arm us with the wiſdeme of the ſer- 
pent, whereby we-may underſtand and a- 
= the ſubtilties and deceipts of thoſe 
oxes, Who.earneſtly deſire to prey upon 
cur goods and intelle&ts, that ſo being ſafe 
under the ſhadow of our moſt Gracious 
Protectors wings, we may humbly, reli- 
«'g1ouſly and joyfully worthip®*him- accors 
ding 10 his 'Yord» and Sacraments, acti- 
- birg unto him all Honor , Pcwer, and 
,Dominion both now ard for ever, | 
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